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A device to avoid being sucked under by the information maelstrom
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A device to avoid being sucked under by the information maelstrom

F THERE'S ONE PART OF THIS MAGAZINE I TRY
HARD NOT to read ifs the section we call Numbers, near
the front. My collaague who prepares it (T dar to write
this because she's on vacation) has the knack of culling

statistics which some mentsl micotine makes you suck in: the

who kved to be called sin

(32); the amount paid at suction for an Eric Clapton guitar

(§497.500); the estimated number of condos used i the world

annually (3 billion); or how high the pile would be if Bill Gates

stacked his wealth in $1 bills (25,000 km).

The trouble with this fun is that it leeves stat clots i your
brain. If you can't do some plumbing to
sestore thinkings nommal flow, they
sccumulate like cholestercl up there in
the grey matters byways, causing
serious mind-blocks. After thres slasses
of r2d you declars over dinner that Bill
Gates has used nine billion condoms,
Eric Clapton had = 25,000-km long
guitar, and 32 of Dutch couples zam
$497,500 & yaar. The only curs for this
condition of factoid overloada sot of
neuronic plague which s set to be the
main cause of mental illness in the 215t
cantury-is to leam to sift. Survivoss will
be those with the capasity to distinguish
Internet susfing from info-susfeit

The first step to bacoming & sworn
sifter is sasier than giving up smoking.
It only requires a littls wvirtusl brain
surgary to find @ warm spot in ozme of
your lobas and implant thers an imag-
inary device smaller than the delats key

world live in some form of slavery. That needs to be storsd and
dered. As doss, say, .2 by the L ondon Sehool o

Economics that four million British children live i povarty,
selative though thatis. This knowlsdgs can't be DNKed if we are
10 remain half buman, but precisely bacause thers is such a welter
of factoids the i likethese dilutes into &
milky way of mental numbnass.

Its mot just numbers, it also words. Don't Nead-to-Know
Deginuers can, for sxample, zep any report to do with rats. Not
the sewsr sort but the laborstory kind, the onss which slmost
daily lead to varisnts of "Twesking gans 856G and injacting

haic aver 50
Scientists st Brillolsb caution that
many yasrs of ras sarch will be raquirad
befors . "
Sport offacs supsrb DNK material
You can whitzout all that coachs say
befors a match and most of what they
say after it long with whatthe players
mutter sbout why they lostwon. Its
the event, stupid! If you've watched
Lance Ammstrong through each stage
of the Tour de France, do you really
needto leam it wasn't asy on his legs?

Palitics is the promised land of
DNK. Meaning you blank ll promises
‘and pre-slection bumpf, all state-ofihe-
nation monologues. Ons nesds to take
in only how the votes fall, all denials
(on the whers-thers's-smoke basis).
and party funding fimurss Where
politics blaeds into sconomics, thacs is
also zoom to tum & deaf zar. DNK all
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